Pharmacokinetics--a relevant factor for the choice of a drug?
Pharmacokinetics may be utilized as a tool in the drug development process, either with respect to therapeutics or in allowing a drug's disposition characteristics to be defined. If two drugs of the same class have a similar dose-efficacy profile, then the favourable/unfavourable balance of the pharmacokinetic characteristics of the drugs may determine the drug of choice. Pantoprazole, a proton pump inhibitor, appears to meet the above criteria and has been found to exhibit reliable, predictable pharmacokinetic characteristics as opposed to other members of the class. The pharmacokinetics of pantoprazole over a range of intravenous and oral doses are described in healthy volunteers and are compared with values obtained for omeprazole. Studies in patients with severe cirrhosis, renal failure, and in the elderly are also described as well as potential interactions due to food and five other drugs.